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THE NEW DON BURROWS QUINTET  
 
Album review by John Clare 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
[This review appeared in the magazine Jazz Down Under, July/August, 1976] 
 
Artists: Don Burrows, flutes, clarinet and electric clarinet; George Golla, guitar; 
Paul Baker, electric bass; Bill Hucker, electric piano; Alan Turnbull, drums. 
 
Cherry Pie CPF 1023 ABC Colour Theme; Spring; Mood Indigo; Takeda; Thanks a 
Million; Swampy; Georgia; Yucatan Man; Summer Rain; Minha Saudade. 
 

 
 
Back L-R, Alan Turnbull, Bill Hucker, Paul Baker; Front L-R, Don Burrows, George 
Golla… PHOTO COURTESY JAZZ DOWN UNDER 
 

t’s a toss-up who is Australia's best-known jazz musician: Don Burrows or 
Graeme Bell. In fact, besides Warren Daly, John Sangster, Dick Hughes and Col 
Nolan, how many other Australian jazz musicians can you think of in a minute or 

so? Shame!  
I 
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That so many people think of Burrows when they think of Australian jazz, has 
sometimes annoyed me. It is often difficult to get anyone to come and hear other 
musicians who seem to me a little more interesting in some ways, if not quite so 
polished. And of course part of the reason they are not so polished is that they can't 
afford to play with and rehearse a regular group nearly so often as Burrows.  
 
Still, confronted with a good example of his work, as this record is, it is impossible 
not to admire. It is very clear too, just why he occupies his position of eminence. 
Where others have worked hard on their music, and have followed their own paths, 
Burrows has worked hard on that precise area where his own tastes and that of a 
reasonably large audience coincide.  
 
From my point of view, thank goodness everyone does not do this, but it is a waste of 
time complaining about small audiences if you're not prepared to do it. Burrows’ 
attitude entails respect for his audience, however; not cynical manipulation. He is 
absolutely scrupulous about musical standards. He always delivers the goods. His 
funny high constricted Aussie voice which provides such an odd contrast to his 
smoothly flowing music, is partly due to his still being nervous as hell whenever he 
performs, after all these years.  
 
The music of Burrows' new quintet is not so very different from his previous quartet. 
It's just a little more electrified. The rhythmic feel is still mostly a jazz one —with the 
gentler Latin things which I have found a duller part of his recent work. This is tasty, 
restrained swing, which if it weren't for the solo work of Burrows and George Golla 
might come dangerously close to the harmlessness of the Art Van Damme Quintet.  
 

 
 
Tasty, restrained swing, which if it weren't for the solo work of Burrows and Golla 
(pictured above) might come dangerously close to the harmlessness of the Art Van 
Damme Quintet… PHOTO COURTESY AUSTRALIAN JAZZ MUSEUM 
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Drummer Alan Turnbull plays more robustly with the Jazz Co-Op… you would 
hardly know it was the same drummer… PHOTO CREDIT JOE GLAYSHER 
 
Drummer Alan Turnbull plays more robustly with the Jazz Co-Op. In fact you would 
hardly know it was the same drummer — which is a tribute to his versatility if 
nothing else. The highlights of this recording, which was made during an ABC 
concert at the Sydney Opera House last year, all seem to be on the first side. They 
are, firstly, a clarinet solo on Mood Indigo, which has just about everything; logical 
development, spontaneity, delicacy, agility and two glorious peaks of excitement. The 
tone here is about as attractive as any I have ever heard produced on the instrument.  
 

 
 
There is ravishing alto flute work on Takeda, which also has beautiful guitar work by 
Golla. There is more great clarinet in the spirit of Benny Goodman on Thanks a 
Million. Side Two has some dull patches for me, but the concert yielded a lot of good 
music, bearing in mind that another album's worth of it has already appeared on the 
Burrows/Golla Duo, on CPC 1021. Sound is so good that only the applause reminded 
me that it was not recorded in a studio.  


