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OBITUARY: NEVILLE STRIBLING 1936-1996 
 
by Bill Haesler* 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
[This obituary appeared in the Sep/Oct, 1996 edition of JazzChord] 
 

hen Nevile Stribling died in Euroa, Vic, on July 13, 1996, Australian 
traditional jazz lost one of its most devoted musicians and the Victorian 
farming community one of its tireless workers. Graeme Bell, on learning of 

Neville’s death from cancer said, “I have always regarded Neville Stribling as one of 
the most proficient amateurs of Australian jazz. A most successful and busy farmer 
he became, nevertheless, a musician of ‘star’ quality who knew his music as well, if 
not better, than some of the professional colleagues with whom he played.” Well-
deserved praise indeed. 
 

 
 
Neville Stribling… PHOTO COURTESY AUSTRALIAN JAZZ MUSEUM 
 
Neville was born in Melbourne on February 12, 1936.His mother, a pianist, had 
always fostered his interest in music and he discovered jazz in his early teens. Neville 
took up clarinet and, influenced by Frank Johnson’s Fabulous Dixielanders, Len 
Barnard’s South City Stompers and Graeme Bell’s Australian Jazz Band, formed the  
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*Bill Haesler OAM, based in Sydney, is one of Australia’s foremost jazz writers, 
collectors, historians and documentationists. 
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Gut Bucket Stompers while still at Melbourne Grammar. This schoolboy group 
performed to audience acclaim at a 1953 Downbeat Melbourne Town Hall concert 
and appeared on the 3AW Rumpus Time radio show. 
 
Neville worked all his life on the family grazing properties in the Euroa area of 
Victoria, but jazz also called, and he began ‘sitting in’ on the Melbourne jazz scene. In 
1955, with similarly-minded young musicians Lachie Thomson and Dick Tattam 
from Shepparton, he formed the Goulburn Valley Jazz Band. Veteran Australian 
jazzman Ade Monsbourgh, impressed by their talent, encouraged and tutored them, 
and played with the band at the 12th Australian Jazz Convention in Adelaide in 1957. 
The next year Neville was invited to join the newly formed Melbourne Jazz Club 
Band, which eventually became popular in Victorian jazz circles as Frank Traynor’s 
Jazz Preachers. Up to late1964, apart from six months overseas, Neville regularly 
drove down from Euroa to play and record with the Traynor band. 
 

 
 
L-R, Harry Harman (bass), John McCarthy (clarinet), Dick Tattam (trumpet), Fred 
Starkey (banjo), Neville Stribling (alto sax) in 1959… PHOTO CREDIT NORM LINEHAN 
 
During the 1960s and 70s Neville Stribling also played with bands led by Roger Bell, 
Ade Monsbourgh, ‘Smacka’ Fitzgibbon, the Ballarat Jazz Messengers and the Red 
Onion Jazz band. He recorded regularly as a sideman and leader for the prestigious 
Swaggie jazz label, W&G, Fable and Jazz & Jazz. He formed his own band Neville 
Stribling’s Jazz Players at this time, and for several years was with the popular 
‘summer’ band at the Wild Colonial Club in Lorne, Victoria. He had an intimate 
knowledge of classic jazz and was proficient on the alto, soprano, baritone and bass 
saxophones. In 1989 he produced his own CD, featuring musician friends, who also 
happened to be some of Australia’s leading jazzmen. Neville’s musical mentor was 
Ade Monsbourgh and, under Ade’s influence, he too became an avowed champion of 
Australian jazz. 
 
Apart from frequent appearances at Australian jazz festivals Neville also played 
overseas with the Australian Jazz Band at the Sacramento Dixieland Jazz Jubilee in 
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1982, with the Brisbane Loala Jazz Band at Kobe, Japan in 1992, was with Bob 
Barnard and an American group for a Caribbean jazz cruise in March-April, 1994, 
and ‘sat in’ around New York at this time. He rarely (if ever) missed the annual 
Australian Jazz Convention after 1957, and performed at the Wangaratta Festival of 
Jazz every year from 1991. 
 

 
 
Neville Stribling’s musical mentor was Ade Monsbourgh (above) and, under Ade’s 
influence, Stribling too became an avowed champion of Australian jazz.. PHOTO 
CREDIT RON JOBE 
 
Notwithstanding full-time farming and part-time jazz activities, Neville found time 
for active community involvement and belonged to the Euroa Citizen’s Band, the 
Euroa Apex Club, the Austin Healey Owners Club, and various local and State 
farming, political and sporting organisations. 
 
The service at St Paul’s Anglican Church, Euroa, on July 17, 1996, was attended by 
over 400 relatives and friends. Eight Austin Healeys led the funeral procession (the 
coffin bearing his clarinet wrapped in the red and black colours of his beloved 
Essendon Football Club) to a large marquee at the Flat Rock, Euroa family farm 
where a jazz band comprising his closest friends played six hours of non-stop music. 
It was exactly what Neville, with his ever-ready friendly smile and infectious chuckle, 
would have wanted. 
 
Neville is survived by his wife Margaret and their two children, who were encouraged 
musically from an early age. Both have followed in their father’s footsteps: Susan in 
the wool industry, and Simon as a professional jazz musician. 


