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OBITUARY: PAT QUA 1926 – 2018 
 
by Bill Haesler OAM* 
_______________________________________________ 
 

he Qua family may not be a Sydney jazz institution, but it certainly seems 
like one. Patricia Qua (née Barraclough) was born in Sydney NSW on 26 
January 1926 and grew up in a musical environment in Ormond Street, 

Ashfield. Her father Len played piano for silent movies, her mother Isabel was a 
violinist and pianist and both were members of a light classical string quartet.  
 
Pat's sons Chris (b: 1951) and Willie Qua (b: 1953) were founder members of the 
celebrated Galapagos Duck group in 1971 and are distinguished Australian jazz 
musicians. Her late husband Jack Qua was an executive of the Sydney Jazz Club 
and the Australian Jazz Convention for many years.  
 

 
 
Pat's sons Chris (above centre) and Willie Qua (above right), pictured here in 
1971, were founder members of Galapagos Duck that year, and are 
distinguished Australian jazz musicians… 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
*Bill Haesler OAM, based in Sydney, is one of Australia’s foremost jazz writers, 
collectors, historians and documentationists. 
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It was also a family of teachers. Pat taught at Orange NSW (where Chris and 
Willie were born) and at Burwood Girls School. Jack was a schoolteacher and 
Pat's brother, 'Mac' Barraclough, a popular deputy headmaster at Fort Street 
High School. 
 
Pat found jazz via records at the Sydney University Jazz Club in the late 1940s 
where she met other jazz enthusiasts and musicians. She was exposed to live jazz 
at the 5th Australian Jazz Convention in December 1950 at Ashfield Town Hall 
(around the corner from home) and resolved to be a jazz pianist. Her first public 
performances were at Kate and Eric Dunbar's Kirrawee house parties, in Ulick 
and Joan King's hire car garage and the regular jazz bashes at the Foresters Hall 
in Croydon. 
 
When the Sydney Jazz Club opened at the Real Estate Institute Hall in Martin 
Place in August 1953 Pat played with the Paramount Jazz Band and later, after 
the Club moved to the Ironworkers Hall in George Street, with the Black Opal 
Jazz Band. Notwithstanding the battered pianos, Pat was readily available to 
augment groups at the Club sit-ins and became a regular with bands during the 
booming 1950s-60s late night closing jazz pub era. Jack Qua was Sydney Jazz 
Club vice-president in 1958-60 and a voluntary doorman at the Ironworkers 
Hall.  
 

 
 
Pat Qua: the Qua old family home at Ashfield became a unique jazz mecca … 
PHOTO CREDIT  KATE DUNBAR 
 
A band pianist, but rarely a soloist, Pat worked several nights a week with her 
own and other groups including Bill Boldiston's Ocean City Jazz Band at the 
North Sydney Jazz Club in 1959 and Ken Longman's Harbour City Jazzmakers 
from 1964 for its long residency at the Brooklyn Hotel opposite the Ironworkers 
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Hall in George Street. She played on the Opera House construction site in 1965 
for the AJC concert with Eric Richards Ill-Chosen Seven and when Nick Boston 
arrived in Sydney from Brisbane in 1966 and formed his Colonial Jazz Band he 
chose her as his pianist.  
 

 
 
Pat Qua (seated in doorway of the bus) on tour in regional New South Wales with the 
Ray Price Quintet. Others are L-R, Graham Spedding, Len Barnard, Price (in doorway 
of the bus) and Tom Baker (far right)… PHOTOGRAPHER UNKNOWN 
 

 
 
Tom Baker’s Swing Street Orchestra, L-R, Pat Qua (piano), Ian Date (guitar), Baker (at 
back, trumpet & saxophones), Pat Wade (guitar), Don Heap (bass)…PHOTO COURTESY 
AUSTRALIAN JAZZ MUSEUM 
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Pat also played, toured and recorded with the Ray Price quintet in 1974, toured 
with singer Ricky May, went to California with Tom Baker's San Francisco Jazz 
Band in 1978 sitting in with the band and, from 1983 to 1992, worked and 
recorded with Tom Baker's Chicago Seven and Swing Street Orchestra. 
 
The Quas attended their first Australian Jazz Convention at Cootamundra NSW 
in 1955 and Pat registered an all-woman group with Kate Dunbar on guitar, for 
the 1958 AJC Convention in Sydney. They were at the Melbourne AJC in 1960, 
(where I met them) and from then on attended the annual Convention regularly 
for many years. Jack Qua was secretary of the 17th Jazz Convention in Sydney in 
1962 and its NSW representative for the Convention Trust Fund from its 
inception in 1961 until 1966.  
 

 
 
In 1958 Pat registered an all-woman group with Kate Dunbar (pictured above) 
on guitar, for the Australian Jazz Convention in Sydney… PHOTOGRAPHER 
UNKNOWN 
 
The Qua old family home at Ashfield became a unique jazz mecca; home to 
temporarily homeless musicians, overnight revellers, interstate visitors 
(including me), countless band rehearsals, band recordings, public holiday 
celebrations, impromptu jam sessions, musicians’ and family birthdays 
and soirées well into the 2000s. 
 
Pat was also an accomplished artist. Painting, sculpture and pottery were an 
integral part of her jazz activities and many of us have Pat Qua originals on a 
wall, table, shelf or mantlepiece. When Kate Dunbar became editor of the SJC 
Quarterly Rag in 1965 Pat contributed regular cartoons, many of which she self-
published in a QR-sized booklet of Quatoons in 1984.  
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One of Pat Qua’s quatoons, which  could well be a self-portrait… COURTESY BILL 
HAESLER 
 

 
 
A shot of Pat Qua at the piano with saxophonist Paul Furniss in the 
background… PHOTO CREDIT JACK MITCHELL 
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Although Pat Qua retired from active jazz playing during the 1990s, she 
concentrated on hospitality, art and music until, owing to failing health, very 
reluctantly moved into the nearby Willows Private Nursing Home in Ashfield in 
January 2016. She celebrated her 90th birthday there and died on 7 September 
2018. 
 

 
 
Pat Qua at the piano with the late Tom Baker on muted cornet…PHOTOGRAPHER 
UNKNOWN 
 
A memorial wake was held at a packed Unity Hall Hotel in Balmain on Sunday 
September 23, 2018.     
 
______________________________________________________ 


