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JAZZ CO-ORDINATION IN VICTORIA SIMPLY FARCICAL 

by Adrian Jackson* 

__________________________________________________________ 

[This statement came in the form of a letter to the editor of JazzChord, and was 

published in the Summer, 1994/95 edition of the newsletter.] 

 was interested to read the lengthy editorial in JazzChord (Sep/Oct, 1994) 

defending the Jazz Co-ordination program against suggestions that it might be 

dismantled, and the money better spent elsewhere. I am not really in a position 

to comment on the effectiveness of the Jazz Co-ordination programs in other states; 

but I have to say that the operation of the Jazz Co-ordination Association of Victoria 

(JCAV) in 1994 was simply farcical. 

The $20,000 allocated to the JCAV by the Australia Council was wasted, and I fear 

that another $20,000 will be wasted if the program does continue in 1995. 

 

Adrian Jackson: a fear that another $20,000 would be wasted if the program 

continued in 1995... 

At the AGM of the JCAV in December, 1994, the Co-ordinator Andrea Edwards 

admitted that she had been unable to achieve what she had wanted to, and said that 

the program as it stood was a waste of resources; when asked if she (as a newcomer 

to the jazz scene) had received expert and effective guidance from the Committee, 

she declined to answer, on the grounds that she didn’t want to be negative about 

people. 

________________________________________________________ 

*In 1994 Adrian Jackson was artistic director, Wangaratta Festival of Jazz. 
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The Chairman of the JCAV Sigmund Jorgensen, in his report, was able to claim 

precious few achievements, and none of any substance. The only good news in his 

report (eg  the success and growth of various jazz festivals around Victoria, the 

establishment of some new venues, the success of several applicants for Australia 

Council funding) actually had nothing to do with the JCAV. 

 

Sigmund Jorgensen, Chairman of the Jazz Co-ordination Association of Victoria 

(JCAV) in 1994… 

When asked whether the Committee had directed the Co-ordinator to follow the 

program for which the Australia Council provided funding for 1994, he replied that 

they had not; when asked if they had negotiated with the Australia Council about 

changing the funded program, he said that they had not. 

This amounts to a flagrant breach of the contract between the JCAV and the 

Australia Council. Despite what its critics (including several members of the JCAV 

committee, both outgoing and incoming) like to say about the Australia Council, it 

does not simply throw money around; it does hold its clients accountable. Before 

receiving a grant, you sign a contract saying what you intend to do with the money; 

afterwards, you file a report, saying what you actually did with the money. 

In my opinion, the Australia Council would be well within its rights to cancel funding 

for the JCAV in 1995 (and even call for the refunding of any unspent portion of the 

1994 grant). No doubt, the conspiracy theorists on the JCAV Committee will be 

outraged if this happens. But if it does, the responsibility will rest solely with them. 


