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ACTION PLAN COULD SEE JAZZ JUMPING 
 
by Andra Jackson* 
____________________________________________________ 
 
[This article appeared in the The Age newspaper, Melbourne, on 25 April 2008.] 
 

azz is not dead — so says Sydney promoter Peter Rechniewski when he 
considers Melbourne's vibrant jazz scene. The energy of local performers, he 
says, highlights a need for greater support and exposure of jazz to wider 

audiences. A national jazz plan would be one way of lifting the music style in 
Australia out of its seemingly "permanent underground". 
 

 
 
Peter Rechniewski (left) pictured here with the pianist Mike Nock: the Australian 
jazz sector is financially unstable, with a weak infrastructure and a frail culture… 
 
A national organisation could take on an advocacy and promotional role, 
Rechniewski told a jazz forum earlier this week. He was speaking at Melbourne's 
Bennetts Lane Jazz Club at the launch of his essay, The Permanent Underground: 
Australian Contemporary Jazz in the New Millennium. It is the latest quarterly 
essay on the performing arts in the Platform Papers series published by Currency 
House. 
 
In his paper, Rechniewski, the president and artistic director of the Sydney 
Improvised Music Association (SIMA), advances the proposition that in the new 
millennium, the Australian jazz sector is financially unstable, with a weak 
infrastructure and a frail culture.  
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
*In 2008 when this was written,  Andra Jackson was a staff journalist at The 
Melbourne Age. Her brother Adrian Jackson was then artistic director of the 
Stonnington Jazz Festival. 
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Rechniewski’s quarterly essay, in the Platform Papers series published by Currency 
House… 
 
And he takes a full-blooded swipe at the media for their "shameful" coverage of the 
music style. He claims jazz was so "on the nose" with the media that the association's 
name was chosen to avoid the term jazz. He describes the Sydney scene as "in crisis" 
because of the demise of many venues, while in Melbourne jazz musicians are 
struggling financially. 
 

 
 
Paul Grabowsky (on far left) questioned Rechniewski (on far right) on his definition 
of jazz…Others in this pic are L-R, Jonathan Zwartz, Bernie McGann and Tim 
Firth… 
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When questioned by Melbourne jazz musician and composer Paul Grabowsky, who 
chaired the discussion, Rechniewski said the head of the Australia Council's music 
development sector, Kate Lidbetter, had offered to help jazz representatives work on 
a jazz plan. Rechniewski has developed a proposal for a national jazz plan after 
coming across the dance plan, which resulted in increased government funding for 
both the traditional and independent dance sectors. 
 
An interim committee has been formed to oversee the drafting of a jazz plan, 
Rechniewski said. An advocacy group, he said, should involve as many jazz 
organisations as possible to present a united front to funding bodies. 
 

 
 
Rechniewski: an advocacy group, he said, should involve as many jazz 
organisations as possible to present a united front to funding bodies… 
 
During the debate Grabowsky questioned Rechniewski on his definition of jazz, 
pointing out his (Grabowsky's) Australian Art Orchestra was described in the essay 
as "not strictly jazz". Rechniewski said his definition covered improvised music and 
so excluded notated performances. Grabowsky replied the orchestra had not played 
notated music since 1999 and had also made important cross-cultural advances. 
 
"Why, if the jazz culture was so frail, there was such a strong jazz scene in 
Melbourne," asked Grabowsky. He also challenged Rechniewski's description of 
Melbourne's strong jazz scene as "coming out of nowhere" while overlooking 
influential fringe developments in the 1940s, '50s and '60s. 
 
Other issues canvassed at the forum included the jazz factionalism of the past and 
the 2020 Summit's discussion of a basic wage for artists. 
 
The Permanent Underground is available in Melbourne bookshops and from the 
Currency House website http://www.currencyhouse.org.au. 
 

http://www.currencyhouse.org.au/

