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BENEFIT FOR ADRIAN JACKSON 
 
by Martin Jackson* 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

unday night's Jazz Benefit for Adrian Jackson was a fantastic, memorable night 
on so many levels. There were many musical highlights, starting with solo piano 
from Bob Sedergreen and Tony Gould (pictured with Scott Tinkler) right up to 

the very end of a late night (with the razor sharp focus and self-discipline of the 
Tinkler-Keevers duo, and Michelle Nicole's inventive duos with Ronny Ferella and 
Sam Keevers maintaining the spirit of the evening, and countering any sensory 
fatigue or overload).  
 

 
 
Musical highlights were solo piano from Tony Gould (pictured above with the 
trumpeter Scott Tinkler) and Michelle Nicolle’s (pictured below) inventive duos with 
Ronny Ferella and Sam Keevers… 
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With only short spots from all performers, we could not fit in more of the artists 
whom Adrian would have liked to have included in the program. But it was re-
affirming and heart-warming to see so many musicians in the audience, supporting 
the event. As Paul Grabowsky put it, it is always great to see "the tribe" come out in 
full support.  
 

 
 
Paul Grabowsky: great to see "the tribe" come out in full support… PHOTO CREDIT 
ADRIAN VAUGHAN 
 
3PBS-FM were wonderful in promoting both Benefits, and, of course, Stonnington, 
MIJF and businesses such as Jazzhead, Lionsharecords, Basement Disks and 
Claypots have also generously donated items for the Silent Auction (as did 
individuals such as John Scurry, Julien Wilson and Barry Wratten). Musicians were 
all accommodating, and 'left any egos at the door' for the night. It was yet another 
occasion to be proud to be part of the jazz community which can be so generous 
when needed. This should be a real inspiration for Adrian to overcome his recent 
issues.  
 

 
 
Adrian Jackson: a humbling, encouraging and moving experience… 
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Many people have made monetary donations (including some extremely generous 
ones), while the Jazz Silent Auction has been extended until Sunday night (when the 
Blues Benefit is being staged).  
 

 
 
Michael Tortoni (pictured above) provided the Jazz Lab venue… 
 
Adrian Jackson had this to say about his benefit:  
 
A humbling, encouraging and moving experience to get to the Jazz Lab last night, 
and find a full house. Thanks to all who attended.  In particular, thanks to Martin 
Jackson and the Melbourne Jazz Co-op for organising everything. To Kimba 
Griffith and Andra Jackson for their help with that. To Michael Tortoni for 
providing the venue, to Jeremy Jankie and the ever-hospitable staff. To all the 
wonderful musicians who played so well, and for their kind words. To everyone 
who donated or bid for the silent auction.  To all the old friends and new who came 
along, as well as those who were there in spirit. Your help and good wishes are 
deeply appreciated.  


