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OBITUARY: ROGER HUDSON 1934-1986 
 
by Bruce Johnson* 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
[This obituary appeared in the Winter, 1986, edition of Jazz Magazine.] 
 

lthough born in Richmond, Melbourne, on January 1, 1934,  Roger Hudson 
had moved to Adelaide before he began playing piano. Early bands with which 
he worked were John Pickering’s Cross Road Jazz Band, the Adelaide 

University Four, and the first of his own Baron Hudson’s Eumenthol Jazz Jubes. He 
was a vigorous proselytiser for the music before the fashionable boom of the early 
60s, and was co-founder of the Adelaide Jazz Society in 1956, remaining Secretary 
until 1961.  
 

 
 
L-R, Dick Frankel, Max Collie and Roger Hudson in 1961… PHOTO CREDIT NORM 
LINEHAN 
 
He was an active committee member for Australian Jazz Conventions held in 
Adelaide in 1957, 1961 and 1968, for the last of which he was President. From the 
early 60s Roger was a partner in various jazz venues, notably the succession of 
premises involving the name the Tavern, in which he played with Dick Frankel’s Jazz 
Disciples.  
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
*In 1986 Bruce Johnson was Head of the School of English at the University of New 
South Wales in Sydney, and an active jazz musician. He presented a weekly 
program on 2MBS-FM, where he was Jazz Co-ordinator, and had completed work 
on the Oxford Encyclopaedia of Australian Jazz for publication by Oxford 
University Press. 
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He also ran jazz workshops for beginners; I attended some of these, and remember 
with gratitude and very considerable affection the encouragement he gave me, 
particularly in a more mainstream interest in a city whose traditional bias at that 
time was very strongly two-beat oriented. It was with considerable pride that at his 
invitation I joined his own group on guitar for its residency in the late ‘sixties at the 
Pier Hotel, and during weekly rehearsals Roger showed great patience with what 
must have been my appalling ignorance of harmonic movement.  
 
He moved to Melbourne from the 70s, working with Frank Traynor’s Jazz Preachers 
(1972-80), Kevin Jones’ Powerhouse Band (1980-83), and later led his own group, 
Jazz Lips (later Hot Lips) at the Victoria Hotel and other venues. Roger was also an 
executive with the World Record Club from his days in Adelaide, and in Melbourne 
co-ordinated its Jazz Unlimited catalogue until the organisation moved its base to 
Sydney in 1983.  
 

 
 
Melbourne’s Frank Traynor’s Jazz Preachers, L-R,  Michael Longhurst (clarinet), 
Joe McConechy (double bass), Don Boardman (drums), Peter Gaudion (trumpet), 
Frank Traynor (trombone), Roger Hudson (piano). 
 
Roger had been aware of the cancer from which he died, for many months, but 
continued to perform without an abatement of his characteristic cheerfulness, and 
never made reference to his condition. Recently he had been involved with Allan 
Leake in the Jazz Repertory Company, which presented various productions 
including at Ballarat for the 1985 Australian Jazz Convention, and with which he 
continued to perform up to his death on July 8, 1986.  
 
His loss is one which I and all the friends of this modest, genial musician, feel very 
strongly, and in being deprived of his versatile piano playing, his singing, and his 
zealous promotion of the music, Australian jazz as a whole is much the poorer. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 


