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WARREN DALY BACK IN THE SWING OF IT 
 
by Kevin Jones* 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
[This article appeared in The Australian on Friday, May 5, 2000, in the section “The 
Arts on Friday”.] 
 

arren Daly refers to his new swing quartet as playing “D-type jazz”. It can 
purr contentedly like a well-oiled racing machine, or roar loudly fuelled by 
the sound of the Hammond organ — and it swings.  

 
And why wouldn’t it with a drummer such as Daly in the driving seat? This is the 
same Daly who stoked the engine rooms of some of the finest American big bands 
and Australia’s renowned Daly-Wilson Big Band, and the only musician to be 
awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia for his services to drumming and big band 
leadership. 
 

 
 
Daly on drums with Australia’s renowned Daly-Wilson Big Band, in Hong Kong in 
1975… 
 
After a well-earned four-year break from music, in which he gave full rein to his 
entrepreneurial spirit and passion for motor racing, Daly is back in the jazz business. 
“Just grooving away with my old mates”, he says. The drummer has recruited veteran 
reed player Errol Buddle and pianist-organist Col Nolan, along with guitarist Steve  
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*In 2000 Kevin Jones was jazz writer for The Australian newspaper. 
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Brien, into a new quartet that will be launched to the jazz-going public at this 
weekend’s Thredbo Jazz Festival. The four have been rehearsing since last October. 
 

 
 
The old mates, L-R, Errol Buddle, Col Nolan, Warren Daly… Steve Brien (below) 
was the fourth man they were looking for… PHOTO ABOVE COURTESY WARREN DALY 
PERSONAL LIBRARY… PHOTO BELOW COURTESY FACEBOOK 
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“The guys have been marvellous,” he says. ‘We’ve got the guitarist we wanted in Steve 
Brien. He was the fourth man we were looking for. The time is right. There’s been a 
dearth of swinging music and we feel that the audience is dying to hear something 
like what we do.” 
 
Daly, Buddle and Nolan go back to 1964 with Nolan at the Kings Cross jazz cellar El 
Rocco; with Buddle as a member of Bill Barrett’s big band, which played weekly at 
the Civic Centre in the southern Sydney suburb of Hurstville. Daly describes Nolan as 
one of the unsung heroes of Australian jazz piano — “the biggest swinger this country 
has produced on keyboards, certainly the best jazz organist”. 
 

 
 
Col Nolan, pictured here on piano with the Warren Daly Big Band: the biggest 
swinger this country has produced on keyboards, certainly the best jazz organist… 
PHOTO CREDIT PETER SINCLAIR 
 
As for Buddle, he’s “the greatest saxophone player we’ve developed in this country, 
certainly as a multi-instrumentalist.” 
 
Their repertoire is varied. There are the classics (In the Hall of the Mountain King), 
songs from the American Civil War (Shenandoah, Dixie), standards (Fascinating 
Rhythm), jazz classics (Night in Tunisia) and the blues, all originally arranged to 
become D-type jazz vehicles. 
 
The quartet is the first step in Daly’s new three-point plan, which includes launching 
his record label in the next 12 months, likely to be called Warren Daly Records or D-
Type Jazz and reforming the 17-piece big band that he led or co-led for 27 years 
before putting it on hold in 1996. 
 
Daly hopes his label will not only give the quartet exposure but feature Nolan and 
Buddle in other musical combinations, and enable him to record his big band. 
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Errol Buddle: the greatest saxophone player we’ve developed in this country, 
certainly as a multi-instrumentalist… 
 
“It’s simply the start of more things to come,” he says. “It’s a natural stepping stone 
to what I did with my big band for 30 years. We promoted all our own concerts and 
imported musicians from overseas. We booked all the halls. We did everything 
ourselves. The only thing we didn’t do was release our own records.” 
 
The ultimate temptation for Daly is re-forming his big band for a new generation to 
hear the exciting sound that drew their parents like a magnet. Great times they were, 
admittedly, but they also had their downside — such as spending 40 hours on the 
phone each week arranging gigs, then driving the band bus with the musicians while 
his wife Karen drove the van loaded with equipment when the band went on the 
road. 
 
But there were dividends — filling the Sydney Opera House on four successive nights 
year after year - “that’s 10,800 people, not an unenviable record, as well as the Dallas 
Brooks in Melbourne three times and Adelaide twice”. 
 
“I’ve got probably the largest big band library in Australia,” Daly says. “When the 
time’s right I’ll bring my big band out again. With the swing craze in the US slowly 
making its presence felt here, that may not be so long. But as Daly admits: “At the 
moment I haven’t the time to ring 17 guys and put my big band together, but I do 
have time to do something with my quartet. 
 
“You know,” he muses. “Not many people can play swing well, but when they do 
people go nuts.” 
 


