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OBITUARY: MERV ACHESON 1922-1987 

by Norm Linehan* 

________________________________________________________ 

[Editor’s Note: Merv Acheson died on August 11, 1987 at the age of 67. This tribute 

was written shortly after Merv’s death. My thanks to jazz writer, collector, 

historian and documentationist Bill Haesler OAM for providing this document.] 

here is no need for me to extol the ability as a musician of Mervyn Acheson, 

who died in Sydney on 11 August 1987 after a protracted series of surgical 

operations which even his giant constitution was unable to withstand. Merv 

was known throughout Australian jazz circles, even to people who had not heard him 

play, if not for his musical ability then at least for the legends which surrounded him. 

Among these is the shooting incident at the 2KY auditorium in 1943. 

 

 
 

Merv Acheson: notorious for the famous shooting incident at the 2KY auditorium in 

1943… PHOTO COURTESY AUSTRALIAN JAZZ MUSEUM 

____________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
* In 1987 Norm Linehan was a Sydney freelance writer/photographer, and author of Norm 
Linehan’s Australian Jazz Picture Book. 
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I have heard so many different versions of this, including several from Mervyn 
himself, that I wonder where the truth lies. His main complaint was that he was tried 
twice, first by the military and later by the civil authorities, for the same offence.  
His whimsical sense of humour did not leave him and, some years ago, when I asked 

him had he ever marched on Anzac Day, he said that he went down there once but 

could not find where the dishonourable discharges assembled. More recently, only 

weeks before his death, I asked him how he was going, and he replied, ‘alright, except 

my stomach looks like Redfern railway yards’. (Melbourne readers, for Redfern read 

Jolimont).  

 

 

 Merv Acheson (left) with trumpeter Marsh Goodwin in Martin Place, 1941. Both 

were members of the 17th Battalion Military Band... PHOTO COURTESY MERV 

ACHESON REMEMBERED 

For all that the legends might suggest, Mery Acheson was a gentleman. In spite of his 

professed interest in guns, his claims to Nazi beliefs and membership of the Ku Klux 

Klan, and his known association with gangsters, he was a gentle man. In the more 

than 40 years that I knew him ,I cannot recall his having initiated any personal 

violence, and indeed the only occasion I know of his having been engaged in such 

was when he himself was attacked by some young hoods in the Mansions Hotel 

where he was engaged at the time.  
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I do recall with some delight an evening in a hotel in Darlinghurst when a fight broke 

out among some of the rougher elements of the audience and the band, led by Merv, 

played Sweet Sue, Just You, very fast and very loud in the best of jazz traditions.  

 

 

In 1964 Eddie Condon’s Jazz All Stars visited Australia. Merv Acheson (centre) is 

pictured here with US clarinettist Pee Wee Russell (left) and Sydney trumpeter Terry 

McCardell... PHOTO CREDIT ALAN DOUST 

 

As well as his strictly musical activities, Merv Acheson had been an official of the 

Musicians' Union and the Club in Sydney for many years, and the regard in which he 

was held was attested to by the 200 or more people who were at his funeral in 

Paddington on 13 August, 1987. Although this was held in a church it was a non-

religious ceremony conducted by Bruce Johnson (I am told the vicar was on 

holidays), but I still like to think that the angel Gabriel would be waiting out there, 

trumpet in hand, saying, ‘We need a good tenor in the band, Merv, did you bring 

your axe?’  

______________________________________________________________ 

Merv Acheson’s autobiographical “Merv Acheson Story” can be read on this 

site at this link https://ericmyersjazz.com/essays-page-56. Bill Brown’s 

review of the book “Merv Acheson Remembered”, a tribute to Merv compiled 

by Bill Boldiston, can be read here https://ericmyersjazz.com/book-reviews-

16. Two other obituaries, by Frank Crook and Bill Haesler OAM are at this 

link https://ericmyersjazz.com/obituaries-page-36. 
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