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OBITUARY: KEVIN JONES 1939-2019 

by Jeannie McInnes* 

______________________________________________ 

[This tribute to Kevin Jones entitled “Jeannie McInnes farewells a jazz stalwart” 

appeared in the July 2019 edition of FM102.5 Fine Music Magazine.] 

 

very Fine Music relationship is forged through a shared love of music. In the 

case of Kevin Jones, this relationship has been warm, respectful and long 

term. When community radio was in its infancy in 1976, Kevin became a 

volunteer, and in the following almost 43 years he presented, wrote and worked on 

various committees.  

 

 

Kevin Jones: jazz was the music that made him who he was… 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

* Jeannie McInnes has been a devoted “jazz dag” and presenter on Fine Music FM 

for many years.  A life member of the Sydney Jazz Club she has eclectic tastes in 

music listening from classical, folk, world and especially jazz. Her programs 

present from the wide gamut of jazz, all based around a theme. These could range 

from 1920s New Orleans, right through to contemporary Australian performers. 
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He was a prominent name on the Australian jazz scene with his articles for The 

Australian newspaper, record reviews and, of course, programming and presenting 

on 2MBS/Fine Music 102.5. Jazz was the music that made Kevin who he was. His 

programs were carefully crafted playlists of delight. His style always appeared easy, 

as if he had just reached for the closest albums and shared their content, when in 

fact, it took hours to prepare that effortless sound.  

For years he included excerpts from Downbeat magazine, finding the kernel of 

importance along with the musical illustrations. More recent programs, hours of 

delight late at night, were drawn from the sounds he had heard as he grew up, as well 

as from contemporary artists.  

 

As a teenager Kevin discovered that a closing theme on his local radio station was 

Lady Be Good by George Gershwin (above) played by the original Benny Goodman 

Trio (below) with, L-R, Gene Krupa, Teddy Wilson and Goodman…PHOTOS 

COURTESY PINTEREST 
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Kevin often commented about growing up with the sounds of jazz. He wrote: "... 

music has provided the soundtrack of my life. For many years when leaving for 

school as a boy, the local radio station would close at 8am with the same theme. It 

was not until my teenage years that I found out it was Gershwin's Lady Be Good 

played by the original Benny Goodman Trio. At the local theatre [I'd be] listening to 

two scratchy 78s before the movie started: Tommy Dorsey's Song of India and Artie 

Shaw's Frenesi... the siren song of jazz was entering my subconscious without my 

realising it."  

 

 

At the local theatre Kevin would hear Tommy Dorsey (above) on scratchy 78s 

before the movie started… PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY RONALD ATKINS JAZZ FROM NEW 

ORLEANS TO THE NEW JAZZ AGE 
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Of course, what we heard on air was just a part of the Kevin Jones we knew and 

loved. He was a family man, married to Judy for many decades, raising three 

children and delighting in three grandchildren; he was a wide and prolific reader, 

usually having several books in his bag as he travelled by public transport; he was 

incredibly strong, training as a body builder and becoming Mr Tasmania, Mr  

 

 

Incredibly strong, Kevin trained as a body builder and became Mr Tasmania, Mr 

Queensland and runner up in Mr Australia…PHOTO COURTESY JUDY JONES 

Queensland and runner up in Mr Australia; and he was the longest serving sports 

editor for The Australian, where one prominent female reporter described the sports 

office as 'like walking through Harlem at midnight Saturday night', a criticism he 

wore with pride. 

Kevin Jones was born on August 26, 1939. Sadly, he passed away on April 14, 2019, 

following a battle with cancer. We miss him fondly. 

_______________________________________________________ 


