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JOHN POCHÉE HONOURED AT THE 2017 ART MUSIC AWARDS 
 
by Eric Myers 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

he APRA AMCOS Art Music Award for Distinguished Services to Australian 
Music has been in existence since 2007. In that year it was awarded to the 
music entrepreneur Belinda Webster, founder of record label Tall Poppies. At 

that time the awards were known  as the Classical Music Awards. The change to Art 
Music Awards was made in 2011. 
 
Oddly, a finalist for the 2007 award was one John Pochée, described as an 
“Australian jazz pioneer and international ambassador, leader of Ten Part Invention, 
and percussionist”. The other finalists were Ian Cleworth, artistic director of TaikOz; 
and the 81-year-old Tristram Cary, a world pioneer in electronic and tape music. 
 
Over the years , other winners of this award  have included eminent figures in 
Australian music such as Richard Gill (2014) George Dreyfus (2013) and Peter 
Sculthorpe (2012). The award has gone to a member of the jazz community once 
before – to the Sydney pianist/composer/educator Judy Bailey, who received the 
award in 2008. 
 

 
 
Sydney’s John Pochée: winner of the 2017 APRA AMCOS Art Music Award for 
Distinguished Services to Australian Music… PHOTO CREDIT TONY MOTT 
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On August 22, the 2017 APRA AMCOS Art Music Award for Distinguished Services to 
Australian Music went to a jazz musician for the second time: John Pochée. 
 
The ceremony took place in Sydney’s City Recital Hall. Pochée was introduced by his 
long-term friend and colleague Peter Rechniewski, best-known since 1985 as the 
founder, and long-serving President, of the Sydney Improvised Music Association 
(SIMA), and now owner of the fledgling Sydney jazz venue Foundry 616. To some 
extent Rechniewski spoke off the cuff, but the following text incorporates much of his 
prepared speech. 

“With a career spanning more than six decades,” said Rechniewski, “during which 
time he has worked as a drummer, a bandleader and a key figure on various music 
committees, the contribution that John Pocheé has made to Australian jazz music 
cannot be overstated. He has collaborated with some of the biggest names in 
Australian jazz, performed all across the world, and has been described as an 
‘overseas ambassador and jazz pioneer.’  

“Pochée developed a love of music at an early age, resulting from the many big-band 
records his mother used to play on the family’s wind up gramophone, along with 
their regular trips to see local and visiting jazz performers. When he eventually 
acquired a drum kit of his own, the self-taught Pocheé developed a unique technique 
of leading with his left hand on a right-handed kit. 

 

John Pocheé  (left) met the late  alto saxophonist Bernie McGann (centre) at the 
Newtown venue The Mocambo in the late 50s, which resulted in a partnership of 
some 50 years. Long-serving bassist Lloyd Swanton is on the right…  

“His musical career first began in 1956 at the age of 16, when he started playing at 
iconic Sydney jazz venues like El Rocco and The Mocambo. It was here that he met 
legendary Australian saxophonist Bernie McGann, with whom he went on to form 
The Last Straw in 1974 - a quintet that also included bassist Lloyd Swanton, pianist 
Tony Esterman, and saxophonist Ken James. In 1991, The Last Straw’s self-titled 
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album won the ARIA award for Best Australian Jazz Record, the same year that they 
won first prize for best band at the Leningrad International Jazz Festival. 

“After continuing to perform with Bernie McGann throughout the late 70s and early 
80s, Pocheé’s next major contribution to Australian music came in 1986 when he 
formed the ten-piece ensemble Ten Part Invention, committed to performing the 
works of Australian composers. A fellow band member, saxophonist Sandy Evans, 
says of Pocheé: 

John is a dynamic, passionate, original, powerful, inventive, swinging drummer; a 
visionary and enthusiastic bandleader; a great story teller and a wonderful human 
being. I have been very fortunate to play in his ensemble Ten Part Invention since 
the band began in 1986. The experience I have gained through working with John 
as a player and composer has been extraordinary. John’s commitment to creating 
opportunities for the performance and recording of contemporary Australian jazz 
has been outstanding. He has worked with incredible determination, vision and 
expertise to make Australia a place where jazz and improvised music can 
thrive. Jazz and improvised music are still largely male dominated fields. John has 
been very proactive in his support of female jazz musicians and deserves special 
acknowledgement for this. John has made a huge contribution to the musical 
culture of contemporary Australia. It is fantastic to see him receive the 
acknowledgement and recognition he deserves.  

 

The classic Ten Part Invention line-up, L-R,  Bob Bertles, John Pochée, Warwick 

Alder, the late Bernie McGann, Miroslav Bukovsky (in rear), Sandy Evans, the late 

Ken James, the late Roger Frampton, Steve Elphick. Seated in front, James 

Greening… 
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Rechniewski went on: “As of 2017, Pocheé’s work with his own bands and the Bernie 

McGann Trio has netted five ARIA awards and five MO Awards. His dedication to 

Australian jazz has not been limited to his work as a performer. He has also spent 

many years attached to various committees, including 15 years with the Jazz 

Coordination Association of NSW and 20 years with the Sydney Improvised Music 

Association, as well as being elected President of Sydney’s Professional Musicians 

Club in 2007. 

“Along with these achievements he was also inducted into the Graeme Bell Hall of 
Fame for Career Achievement in 2006, and on Australia Day 2014 he was awarded 
the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) for Services to the Arts as a Jazz 
Musician. 

“Tonight it is our great pleasure to add to this list of accolades by presenting John 
Pocheé with the 2017 Award for Distinguished Services to Australian Music. 
Congratulations, John Pocheé.” 

 

Ten Part Invention in performance at the Art Music Awards, L-R, Andrew Robson, 
Sandy Evans, Paul Cutlan, Matthew Ottignon. The trumpeter Miroslav Bukovsky is 
visible at rear between Cutlan and Ottignon… PHOTO CREDIT TONY MOTT 

A current line-up of Ten Part Invention (TPI)  performed the late Roger Frampton’s 
composition And Zen Monk. It was an appropriate choice to celebrate the ensemble’s 
30-year existence; it was the inaugural composition in TPI’s extensive repertoire, 
first performed in 1986 at the Adelaide Festival, shortly after the band’s formation.  
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This was a splendid opportunity to briefly present some outstanding Australian jazz 
to a discriminating audience, full of leading practitioners in other genres of 
Australian music. It is regrettable therefore that the acoustics of the City Recital Hall, 
which are so effective for other forms of music, were problematic for Ten Part 
Invention.  Because a decision was made to present the music without amplification, 
many in the audience were unable to clearly hear improvisations played by some of 
the finest instrumentalists in Australian jazz. The vicissitudes behind this 
unfortunate outcome can be canvassed elsewhere. 
 

 
 
Award winner John Pocheé (seated) pictured here with the pianist/composer Mark 
Isaacs (left) and Elena Frampton (right), widow of the late Roger Frampton… 
PHOTO CREDIT TONY MOTT 
 
Other awards to members of the jazz community on the night included the following: 
*The Perth  jazz pianist and composer Tom O’Halloran received the Jazz Work of the 
Year award for Now Noise, an album composed for his group Memory of Elements 
(MOE). 
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Award winners Perth’s Tom O’Halloran and Melbourne’s Andrea Keller…PHOTO 
CREDIT TONY MOTT 

 
*The Award for Excellence in Jazz went to Andrea Keller for the creation, 
presentation and release of contemporary jazz in 2016. Andrea is a recent recipient of 
an APRA Professional Development Award, and a previous Art Music Award winner. 
She has been described as “one of Australia’s most consistently interesting musical 
minds”. Andrea teamed up with the vocalist Gian Slater and trombonist Shannon 
Barnett to perform Keller’s composition Darest Thou Now O Soul. 
 

 
 
Trombonist Shannon Barnett: part of the group which performed Andrea Keller’s 
composition Darest Thou Now O Soul… 
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*Sydney Improvised Music Association (SIMA) won the NSW Award for Excellence 
in Music Education, for the widely acclaimed Young Women’s Jazz Workshop 
program. 
 
*Daniel Susnjar was the recipient of the WA Award for Jazz Work Of The Year for his 
composition Help You Along Your Way.  
 

 
 
The Perth drummer Daniel Susnjar: recipient of the WA Award for Jazz Work Of 
The Year…PHOTO CREDIT SIX STRINGS PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Now in its 7th year, the Art Music Awards is the only national event in Australia to 
acknowledge the extraordinary achievements and creative successes of those who 
excel in these genres. The 2017 Art Music Awards were staged jointly by APRA, 
AMCOS and the Australian Music Centre (AMC). The event was hosted by Simon 
Marnie, with musical performances curated by Gabriella Smart. Presenters at the 
event were Sandy Evans, Paul Mason, Stephen Lias, Natalie Williams and Marshall 
McGuire. 
 
The Art Music Awards also paid tribute to those members of the music community 
who passed away since the last meeting: Patrick Thomas (1932-2017), Tomasz 
Spiewak (1936-2017), Robert Allworth (1943–2017), Dr Allan Zavod OAM (1945–
2016), Richard Divall AO OBE (1945–2017), Richard Toop (1945–2017), Irene 
Hendricks (1952-2017), Janet Seidel (1955–2017), Graham Wood (1971–2017) and 
James Wade (1979–2017). 
 
For a full rundown of all the awards and performances see the Australian Music 
Centre’s website at this link  http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/awards/. 

http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/awards/

