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ERIC MYERS 

Bruce Hancock’s achievements as an exceptional jazz artist, educator and 

administrator were recognised last month when he was admitted to the South 

Australian Music Hall of Fame. 

Born in 1948 in Kadina, on the Yorke Peninsula, west of Adelaide, Hancock 

heard music in the home from an early age courtesy of his father, Darcy 

Hancock, a multi-instrumentalist who played with local bands. Tutored in 
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classical music, Bruce Hancock was able to occupy the piano chair in his 

father’s band at the age of 12. 

When Hancock was almost 16 his family moved to Adelaide, at a time when 

live music was everywhere. By age 20 he was a sought-after pianist who could 

play not only jazz but also music for dancing, for singers or for shows requiring 

competent sight-reading. 

 
 

Bruce Hancock at 17… By the age of 20 he was a sought-after pianist who 

could play not only jazz, but also music for dancing, for singers or for shows 

requiring competent sight-reading… 

Meanwhile he worked with the Postmaster-General’s Department as a 

technician/engineer. Adept at new technologies, he taught communications and 

electronics in Telecom, which replaced the PMG in 1975 and later became 

Telstra. 

The first jazz studies program was set up in Adelaide in 1980 at the Adelaide 

College of Advanced Education by an American expatriate musician, Hal Hall. 

In 1981 Hancock resigned from Telstra and was employed full time in the 

program, teaching jazz piano and improvisation. 
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Hall retired in 1990 and Hancock succeeded him. Following the John Dawkins 

education reforms, Hancock subsequently became head of jazz within the Elder 

Conservatorium, a position he held until his retirement in 2015. 

Jazz pianist Ted Nettelbeck, emeritus professor in psychology at the University 

of Adelaide and a friend and colleague of Hancock, writes: “Bruce overcame a 

degree of prejudice in some areas of the Elder Conservatorium. Importantly, he 

resisted attempts by senior management to dilute the jazz content of the degree 

courses by introducing pop music into the program. 

 
 

Friends and colleagues: Ted Nettelbeck (left) and Bruce Hancock at John Davis 

Music in Adelaide, in March, 2014…PHOTO CREDIT YACEKS 

“The outcome was a high-quality program in jazz studies, including a first-rate 

big band and a jazz choir, the Adelaide Connection, of very high standard.” 

Hancock was a member of the management committee of the government-

funded South Australian jazz co-ordination program and often chaired the 

committee during the tenure of Margaret Reines, described by Nettelbeck as 

“the successful co-ordinator who systematically advanced a vision for South 

Australian jazz across almost two decades (1989-2007), significantly changing 

the face of the Adelaide jazz scene”. 
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SA Jazz co-ordinator Margaret Reines: she systematically advanced a vision for South 

Australian jazz across almost two decades (1989-2007), significantly changing the face of the 

Adelaide jazz scene… 

A major accomplishment during this time was the publication of the South 

Australian Real Book, a high-quality collection of jazz compositions by 14 

Adelaide-based musicians, collated and edited by Hancock, and published in 

1999. 

Hancock was also an active member of the committee of the South Australian 

Jazz Archive, and volunteered considerable time to the electronic archiving of 

its considerable collection. 

He died on October 31, just shy of his 70th birthday, after a year with pancreatic 

cancer. 

Hancock is survived by his wife, Christina, and their two adult children, Fiona 

and Ian. Nettelbeck concludes: “It can truly be said that he touched the lives of 

virtually everyone who is today part of Adelaide’s jazz scene.” 

______________________________________________________________ 

Eric Myers writes: In preparing this obituary for The Australian, and subject to 

time pressure, I owe a great debt to Ted Nettelbeck, who sent an obituary which 

contained  comprehensive details about the life and achievements of Bruce 

Hancock. I borrowed extensively from Ted’s text, and took advantage of his 

exhaustive research. Ted’s document is in the OBITUARIES  folder of this 

website and can be read at this link https://www.ericmyersjazz.com/obituaries-

page-29.  
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