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OBITUARY: RICK PRICE 1930-1999 
 
by Pat Theoharris 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
[This obituary appeared in the Feb/Mar, 1999 edition of JazzChord.] 
 

embers of the Brisbane jazz fraternity sang, played and prayed a moving 
farewell to the trumpeter Rick Price who died peacefully on January 2, 
1999. Rick emigrated to Australia in 1974 after gaining experience in the UK 

with an RAF Band, travelling Britain with various big bands and working as a session 
musician in London. 
 
A proudly “Ozzified Pom” Rick played with commercial big bands, but increasingly 
became interested in small group jazz, playing at Mileham Hayes’s Jazz Cellar in 
Brisbane when that band had two trumpets and subsequently became a leader in 
Brisbane of the bebop style with musicians such as Clare Hansson. 
 
Rick played at Jazz Action Societies in Queensland, festivals and conventions in other 
states, and also at the Musicians Club in Sydney, sharing the bill with the Dale 
Barlow Quartet at the Esso Australian Jazz Summit on Bondi Beach, and with the 
Queensland band backing Graeme Bell on several occasions. When the Dutch Swing 
College Band came to Brisbane, playing at the Queensland Performing Arts Complex, 
Rick was in the band that opened the concert. More recently Rick made two visits to 
Japan performing with the saxophonist Roy Theoharris. 
 

 
 
Rick Price: an “Ozzified Pom” who became a leader in Brisbane of the bebop style... 
PHOTOGRAPHER UNKNOWN  
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*Pat Theoharris is the wife of the saxophonist Roy Theoharris who served for many 
years on the management committee of the Jazz Co-ordination Association of 
Queensland. 
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Rick Price: he was equally happy to play many styles of jazz, teach at workshops, 
arrange, sing and scat…. PHOTO COURTESY JOHN FAIRFAX & SONS 
 
Rick’s versatility was well-known. He was equally happy to play many styles of jazz, 
teach at workshops, arrange, sing and scat. From 1990 he was a Committee member 
of the Jazz Co-ordination Association of Queensland and a member of APRA. 
 
Rick brought verve and rigorous professionalism to the many and varied groups he 
led and joined. He will be remembered for his music, his joie de vivre and his 
mischievous humour. To his widow Barbara and family, we offer our sincere 
condolences. 
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