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CLARITA LIEPOLT IN MELBOURNE 
 
by Ted Vining* 
________________________________________________ 
 

n March 23, 2019, about 30 people attended the St Kilda RSL in Acland Street 
- almost opposite the old Jazz Centre 44 site - to say farewell to Horst Liepolt, 
a totally dedicated, enthusiastic, and much-loved jazz entrepreneur in both 

Australia and the USA, who passed away in New York on January 9, 2019, aged 91. 
 

 
 
The late Horst Liepolt, pictured here with his wife Clarita… PHOTO CREDIT CLARITA 
LIEPOLT 
 

____________________________________________________ 
 
*Ted Vining has been active as a modern jazz drummer in Australia for over 60 
years, whether living in Melbourne, Brisbane, Hobart or elsewhere. Initially he was 
active for some time in groups led by the late saxophonist Brian Brown, but is 
primarily known for groups led by himself, such as the Ted Vining Trio, Mussiikki 
Oy, and Blow.  
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Clarita Liepolt is pictured here donating the Melbourne New Orleans Jazz Band parting 
gift to Horst when he left for Sydney, to the Australian Jazz Museum's Collections Manager 
Mel Blachford … PHOTO CREDIT RALPH POWELL 

   
Kaye Blum, who did a magnificent job organising the event, along with Horst's wife 
Clarita, who travelled from New York for the occasion, put together a 30-minute slide 
show of memorabilia, to open the proceedings. This was followed by myself, speaking 
of my long relationship with Horst, and apologising for three former great friends, 
[drummer] John Pochée, [trumpeter] Keith Hounslow and [pianist] David Martin, 
who were unable to attend for health reasons. 
 

 
 
Ted Vining, speaking at the memorial: a long relationship with Horst… PHOTO CREDIT 
RALPH POWELL 
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Bob Bertles, who flew from Sydney for the event, followed with more warm and 
amusing anecdotes. Martin Jackson concluded, again with a host of interesting 
stories about the great man.  
 

 
 
Saxophonist Bob Bertles: warm and amusing anecdotes, followed by Martin 
Jackson (below): a host of interesting stories about the great man… 
PHOTOGRAPHERS UNKNOWN 
 

 
 
Melbourne Jazz ensemble Blow (Peter Harper tenor, Ian Dixon trumpet, Gareth Hill 
bass and Ted Vining, drums - Bob Sedergreen had other commitments) finished the 
day with a couple of original compositions. A fitting end to a day of wonderful 
memories, celebrating a jazz giant with his very own sign-off: Jazz Forever! 


