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TED VINING: BAND MAESTRO TO LIFT SA SCENE 
 
by Richard Ogier* 
________________________________________________ 
 
[This article appeared in the Adelaide Advertiser on Tuesday, January 12, 1993, 

when drummer Ted Vining, originally from Melbourne, moved to Adelaide from 

Brisbane.] 

 
hen great bandleaders die, the music schools that were their groups die 
with them. But when, like Melbourne contemporary jazz drummer Ted 
Vining, they move interstate, a new city of aspiring artists gains access: 

watching, playing, talking and listening. The effect, for both master and would-be 
apprentice, is seldom if ever repressive. Great artistry tends to liberate. 
 

 
 
Ted Vining: one of Australia’s most respected and inspirational band leaders… 
 
Vining, 55, who becomes an Adelaide resident this week for personal reasons, has 
been one of Australia's most respected and inspirational band leaders since he first 
led a home-grown television jazz group, The TV Trio, in Melbourne 25 years ago. 
Today, when so many older musicians are content to play either with the old guard of 
established players or not at all, Vining consistently has sought out the best of the 
young, the talented and the eager – “cats who want to stretch", as he says.  
 
His pinnacle vehicle, at least over the past 10 years,  has been Musikkii Oy, or just 
Oy, which he established in Brisbane In 1982, using Queensland Conservatorium jazz 
students, before moving it to Melbourne in 1986.  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

*Richard Ogier, a freelance journalist now (in 2019) based in Paris and Munich, co-
edited the University of Adelaide newspaper in the early 1990s, and had a by-line in 
the Adelaide Advertiser when still an undergraduate, writing about jazz and 
contemporary music. 
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The band will continue to function despite Vining’s move, owing primarily to 
consumer demand in Melbourne but the drummer is keen to set up something along  
similar lines in Adelaide. "I want to do It all over again," he said over a beer at the 
Exeter Hotel this week, his eyes on the street. "I'll be asking friends, musicians here 
that I know, who's worth hearing. 
 

 
 
Musikkii Oy’s second album, Without Warning: produced by former Prince 
producer Mark Forrester… 
 
"When I started Oy to Brisbane, I just hired a venue and organised a couple of bands 
to play. One of them would be mine. You hear who’s technically capable. because for 
a musician that's a first step, and then you just go from there." The results may be 
spectacular. 
 
Oy is about to release Its second CD of original compositions. Called Without 
Warning, it was produced by former Prince producer Mark Forrester. The record bag 
is a wonderful mix of space and compression, with the piano of Sam Keevers, adding 
colour to the line-up of Peter Harper (alto/composer), Adrian Sherriff (trombone), 
Tony Paye (bass) and Vining. 
 

 
 
A member of Musikkii Oy, alto saxophonist Peter Harper… PHOTO CREDIT JOE 
GLAYSHER 
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Two members of Musikkii Oy in performance, L-R, Adrian Sherriff (trombone) and 
again saxophonist Peter Harper (this time at the mike)…PHOTO CREDIT SAM 
GLAYSHER 

 
"Mark loves the band. and when he's involved in a project it's all he thinks about. 
He'd come in in the morning and say. 'I was up all night listening to the tape’… It’s 
great to be around enthusiasm like that."  
 
Despite, perhaps because of, constantly shifting personnel, Oy has been home to a 
kaleidoscope of mutual influences ranging from late-period Coltrane and Ornette 
Coleman to the didgeridoo of Aboriginal music. The galvanistic force of Vining’s 
drums has kept a distinctive musical presence throughout.  
 

 
 
Alto saxophonist Ian Chaplin: one of Australia's best young musicians, blooded by 
Vining… PHOTO CREDIT JOE GLAYSHER 
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Through Oy, Vining has blooded some of Australia's best young musicians including 
Paye, and alto saxophonist Ian Chaplin - brought to Adelaide as a featured soloist by 
Jazz Action in 1991. Both Chaplin and Paye have impressed as side musicians to 
American jazz soloists visiting Melbourne, and have made major contributions to the 
music of singer Vince Jones in concert and on record.  
 
Oy has visited Adelaide three times, the most recent being in August last year. 
 
In the 1970s Vining lived in Sydney for two years where he played with pianist David 
Martin behind a young trumpeter and tenor saxophonist fresh out of the Young 
Northside Big Band, on a club stage and in front of a jazz-hardened audience. 
 

 
 
James Morrison (left) and Dale Barlow, pictured in 1981: either you grow in 
stature or lock yourself away… PHOTO CREDIT EDMOND THOMMEN COURTESY JAZZ 
MAGAZINE 
 
In that kind of setting, and at 18 years of age, either you grow in stature or lock 
yourself away in a room with the nerves. For James Morrison and Dale Barlow, now 
among Australia's most popular jazz musicians, it was very much a case of the 
former.  
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The Ted Vining Trio was formed by Vining in the early 70s and has two recordings to 
its credit. At once hard-driving and sensual, the band this year will play at Australia’s 
leading jazz festival, Montsalvat, under the title Trio of Trios, a segment which 
Vining has been hired to produce. The rest of the trio is Bob Sedergreen (piano), and 
Barry Buckley (bass). The trio toured Europe in 1978 as the rhythm section with 
Brian Brown's Quartet and was especially well-received in Scandinavia.  Vining is 
hopeful of a second Australia Council grant for an Oy tour there later this year.  
 

 
 
The Ted Vining Trio, L-R, Barry Buckley (bass), Vining (drums), Bob Sedergreen 
(piano): especially well-received in Scandinavia… PHOTO CREDIT RON JOBE 
 
Who knows? If things go according to plan, the overseas tour after that just may be 
with a group of rising young Adelaideans. 
 
Keep an eye on this wilfully parochial space. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
*Ted Vining plays at the Adelaide Hotel at 8 pm tomorrow, with Ted Nettelbeck 
(piano), Schmoe (tenor), Andy Sugg (soprano), and Les Millar (bass). Tickets are 
$5 at the door. Details: South Australian jazz co-ordinator Margaret Suiker on 228 
1755. 
 


